On-Campus Clinics in Allied Health Education: Necessity or Legacy?
On-campus clinics have been a pillar of graduate education in allied health programs for decades. However, traditional clinical education is under scrutiny due to budget cuts, reimbursement rates, and supervision requirements. Some universities opening new programs have opted out of building on-campus clinics. The purpose of this multisite qualitative case study was to examine an alternative model of clinical education. Four graduate programs were selected that did not have an on-campus clinic and were not affiliated with a medical school. Four main themes emerged: authentic experiences, professional networking, collaborative partnerships, and responsiveness. The findings suggested on-campus clinics are not necessary for providing clinical education. The participants suggested more programs should consider this alternative model of clinical education to expose students to authentic and diverse clinical experiences throughout their graduate education.